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BARROW HOUSE

A unique Georgian Manor House, a listed [rish Protected Structure
overlooking the Atlantic in County Kerry on the west coast of Ireland.

The house, built in 1715, has a rich history of ownership
from knights and noblemen to smugglers.

After falling into disrepair, the house was brought back to life by the current owner after a loving top to toe renovation.
Now fully restored to her former glory, Barrow House accommodates guests in a luxurious and elegant style,
with pristine service set in a breathtaking location.

For centuries Barrow House has proudly featured as an integral part of the landscape across Barrow Bay
and looking towards the Slieve Mish Mountains, while it is worlds apart from the mainstream,
it’s only a 5 minute walk to Tralee Golf Course, a 15 minute drive to Tralee town centre and 30 minutes to Kerry Airport.
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CHERITAGE

Barrow House is in the
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.

An iconic property on the Wild Atlantic Way surrounded by beaches and turquoise sea.
The current version of the house built in 1715 and extended in the late 19th century
and now restored to Georgian elegance glamour.
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Barrow House Georgian Era - Built Circa 1715

The heyday of Barrow House was during the Georgian Era 1714-1830), however there is evidence that there was a house
in this location during or after the Cromwellian period (1649-57). Close by is the remains of an ancient church
referred to in Papal documents 1302-07 as “Ecclesia of Barun” or the Church of Barun (Barrow).

The lands of Barrow were part of the 6,000 acres granted by Elizabeth 1 in 1587 to Edward Denny
for his loyalty following the Desmond Rebellion.

Smuggling of wines and tobacco was a feature of life in Kerry during the 17th and 18th centuries
in particular and Barrow was a natural ‘rendevouz’ for the smugglers with it’s caves and narrow inlets.
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The famous Georgian front elevation of Barrow House can be seen from far across the bay,
and was added as part of the structural rebuild and the enlarging of Barrow House somewhere between 1715 - 1760,
with a second sympathetic addition to the rear in the late 1800’s.
The house remains much the same to this day, with 4 feet thick internal walls still visible,
two gable end chimney stacks,historic interior features and sash windows
with antique glass panes along with some essential modern comforts added through the years.

Documents show that the house and the estate were passed on through marriage or by sale to owners
such as the notorious “Smuggler” John Collis, the Caledonian merchant families of McCowen
and onwards into the 19oo's to the last Irish Royal family the Fitzgerald’s - the Knights of Kerry,
who referred to Barrow House as “The Summerhouse”.
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The property was eventually sold to Nellie Grifiiths (née Ferris) a long standing local Irish family
many of whom continue to live in the region to this day. In more recent years, a flamboyant American woman
Maureen Erde, nostalgic for her childhood holidays in Ireland, kept Barrow House as a golfers guesthouse
and before retiring in 1999 published her popular account of restoring and running the house entitled
“Help me, I'm an Irish Inn Keeper”



Barrow House has featured in movies and novels, is the subject
of whispered ghost stories and has appeared in the
headlines of the Irish newspapers for several generations.

It was within these walls that infamous smuggling and shipwrecking
and tunnelling plans were hatched, and so it continues...
even in the recent history Barrow House was the centre of a smuggling scandal
that put the house back in the news once again.




After a sad period of neglect, Barrow’s ghosts have been placated, the original features restored
and this Grande Dame, this jewel in Kerry's crown has resumed her rightful place dazzling guests,
entertaining artists and blackguards, providing seclusion for politicians and lovers

and welcoming all pursuers of beauty.

There are fascinating stories to tell about Barrow House

and her infamous owners throughout the centuries,
ranging from the Cromwell era Denny family
through to tobacco smugglers and the Knights of Kerry
and a few opportunists in between.
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Ireland’s history is often told by word of mouth and the locals in the area will always have a story to tell,
perhaps when you visit you’'ll hear the one about how a young local girl whilst working as a maid
at Barrow House “borrowed” a resident Lady's dress and jewels to go to a local Ceilli,
much to the delight of the crowd when she arrived by bicycle waving regally.

Maybe you will hear the one about a famous English actress staying incognito at Barrow House
who discovered she was nominated for an Oscar.... by an incoming fax...delivered by hand ....from Tralee.

Qur guests today still sense the connection of history and glamour of the house,
forever rooted to this land and this special place.
You can learn more about the important role Barrow House played in the most fascinating era of Irish history,
deep within in the Kingdom of Kerry - come stay awhile and see what you uncover.
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BARROW HOUSE -
Three Hundred Years of Living History

McCOWAN
SCOTTISH MERCHANTS
1870 - 1925
SIR EDWARD DENNY

Sir Edward Denny is granted Barrow
and a further 6000 acres across Muster.

1547 - 1600

RICHARD HUDSON
& MARGARET HUDSON

McCowan family solicitor
: buys Barrow House.

1925 - 1940
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SHERIFF OF KERRY
William Collis Esq.
& 3 generations of Collis Family

1715 - 1870

A lifetime lease of Barrow
is granted:to
William Collis Esg
15th. May 1715.
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built Barrow House.
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Robert McCowan -
Merchant prospers in Barrow ]
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was the British Crown's judicial
representative in County Kerry,
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and go back to England
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1986 -1999

Irish American returns to
former childhood holiday home,
Learns that Barrow House is for sale
Restores Barrow House and runs
it as a Guest house and publishes
"Help Me I'm An Irish Inn Keeper”

SIR ARTHUR HENRY
BRINSLEY FITZGERALD

4th Baronet of Valentia,
22nd Knight of Kerry.

DARAGH McDONOGH

XAVIER McAULIFFE 2016 - Present day

2] g
'F;f'r_ 1999 2010 L i Buys Barrow House
1885 - 1967 ! Buys Barrow House and restores W at auction in 2016.
e 1. the property to a resort Estate. : Restoration commences.
ey L?' Barrow House firmly on the map T
- as a premium Country house o e ns L b e T

& Guest house
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"~ NELLIE & JAMES
5 GRIFFITHS

1954 - 1970

Local Kerry couple
emigrate to USA and ;
Nellie begins working at “""5?
Lincoln Electricity,
the couple purchases
Barrow House and
] remain for a further
LT 10 years in USA,
o, In that time they
S oolentrust the care of the
3 property to Nell's
lecal relatives,
the Ferris family.

Barrow House enters .
a period of vacant occupancy .
languishes for several years.,
Misusze and occupation =

by squatters




Fenit, Tawlaght and adjacent townlands
are rich in historical landmarks including
numerous medieval ringforts some with
underground passages still intact.

Fenit Within:
Castle, Church, Chapel and 3 possible
Stone enclosures.

Fenit Withouwt:
2 Stone enclosures.

Tawlaght:
2 Ring forts, Souterrain, 4 Stone enclosures,
2 further possible enclosures.

Kilfinora:
Church & Graveyard.

Ballyea:
Stone enclosure.

Enocknanarney:
Stone enclosure, and 1 further possible
enclosure.

Lissodeige:
s Ringforts, 1 Enclosure, 3 possible Souterrains,

1 Midden.

Barrow:

Castle, Promontory Fort, Church, Ringfort,
Ecclesiastical remains, s Stone enclosures,
Cashel Site, 2z Souterrain, Burial Grounds,
1 additional possible enclosure.

.- Barrow House.

The above listing is abstracted from the
‘Becord of Monuments and Places’,
County Kerry' National Monuments
and Historic Properties Service, 1997.

Mote: Respeet private lands when exploring.

Local Area Historical Landmarks.
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@ Built ¢ 1587 (also the site of  Est. 1715 Al .

i an carlier promontory fort) Se‘rerlﬂl I'llsl:un::al @

o Springs 1830's Lissodeige Fort

Cuan ff-nlt G:&S"E "‘-'. Location of a metal chain which o
i Clurchs  stretched across the mouth of Barrow & @
Teampailin (litle Chapel) Field  Harbour during medieval times as © Ol Churchill Cemetery

Chapel® protection from sea borne attackers Old Anglican Church
484 AD ‘]:'!i_:;l,;nr_-ic c 1700'
il Birthplace Tawlaght Castle o © SOVl Old  Churchill House
@

&
Lare 16th or
early 17th Cenmury

Built 1840s  of St Brendan ¢ 1830’ Forge  Buile 1741
Old Mill = Rath

powered by sea warer Souterrain > ]

Tomlmle_: - Noted as Old Village Fmgﬁl}ld Pul Old Church Ruins
covered clu_nng Spring tides Qilean Eamon Rith & Souterrain
in maps from the 1800's Ancient Sertlement Cave D) Historical Spring 1830's

Fenit  Medievs [
‘1‘:::'[ ‘Ft-dtm:_l E,i,*d:mh(%x‘u Rath & ©
Well  Plague Pit Fonlois Souterrain
Old Fort Lodes @ Historic Well
- 520AD  1830'

3 Historical Water Pumps 19% Cent ' :
i Cill Mhor Kilfenora

dating to 1830 in this

general area Sammy's

Fenit Beach location of Crinoid fossil from an ancient fossil Rock
group that first appeared 300 million years before dinosaurs

:,a;i;;l‘ Little Samphire
=i W ]ishthouse

s  1350)

Girear samphire Rock
Fenir Harbour & Marine For illustration purposes only - Mot to Scale

Trisha O'Halloran, 2020

Data Sources: Combination of public records of national monuments and local knowledge







